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The new state budget will make a very real difference
in the lives of many Hoosiers. Some of the highlights
include:

Program Funding
� Public education:  Statewide total formula

funding increase of an average of 4.7 percent in calendar
years 2000 and 2001, with minimum guarantees of
funding increases of at least 2.5%.  Funding was
increased for both at-risk and academic honors programs.
Local schools and libraries also received $76 million in
technology funding.

� CHOICE: $5 million increase per year in funding
for home health care for the elderly

� Higher education: appropriations were increased
by 7.0 percent in fiscal year 2000 and 4.7 percent in 2001

� Vocational education: incentives for school corporations
to provide programs in which high employment demand exists

� A new $50 million 21st Century Research and Technology Fund that will promote high-tech
industries located in Indiana

� Social services: Funding for the seriously mentally ill is increased by $3 million in 2000 and $6
million in 2001. MRDD programs will receive an additional $9 million in funding.

Savings to Taxpayers
� Elimination of county welfare fund and county welfare administration funds from local property

taxes (two-year savings: $67.6 million)
� Elimination of inventory tax for 87 percent of farms and businesses (two-year savings: $129.6

million)

�Homeowners: a new income tax deduction
for property taxes up to $2500

�Senior citizens income tax deduction: an
increase from $1000 to $1500

� Senior citizens property tax deduction: an
increase from $1000 to $2000

�Dependent children: an increase in the
income tax deduction from $1000 to $2500

�Small businesses: property tax �add-back�
repealed so business owners can deduct the
amount of their property taxes from their state
income taxes

� Renters: an increase in the income tax
deduction from $1500 to $2000

� Long-term care health insurance: an
income tax deduction for the premiums paid for
long-term health care insurance

� Earned income tax credit: a new refund-
able credit for working parents making less than
$12,000 (replaces deduction)

Hoosiers will save $672 million
over the next two years in tax cuts

Education
ISTEP Gateway Examination -- House Enrolled Act 1050 allows students who do not pass the

ISTEP Gateway Examination to graduate, provided they meet certain other requirements. The legislation
also provides that the case conference committee determines eligibility for graduation of certain students
with disabilities. The Act also provides that all students in Grade 10 must take the examination.

Reading Skills -- Senate Enrolled Act 632 establishes a reading diagnostic program designed to
improve skills among younger students. The program allows children in first and second grades to receive
an individualized plan if it is determined they are having difficulty reading.

Educational Standards -- A roundtable has been created to develop educational standards for
Indiana students. Standards would be set for each grade level, easily comparable to national and
international standards, written in an easy-to-understand manner, and distributed to students and
parents.

Indiana School for the Blind and the Indiana School for the Deaf -- House Enrolled Act
1904 establishes the Indiana School for the Deaf and the Indiana School for the Blind as separate
agencies independent from the state. The legislation provides for administration by a school board that
is appointed by the governor.

Rep. Dickinson discusses legislation with
Rep. Vanessa Summers (D-Indianapolis).

Rep. Dickinson works at her desk on the House floor.

Funding for District 95

Local Roads & Streets
Marion County -- $13.4 million

Indianapolis -- $13.5 million
Lawrence -- $1 million

Libraries
Funding was allocated for the new library

which will replace Emerson Library.

Health
HMOs -- House Bill 1309 establishes an

external procedure for grievances against
HMOs.  The bill would require the Indiana
Department of Insurance to hear grievances
filed by individuals who have been denied
services by an HMO.

The review would allow a physician who
specializes in the treatment in question rather
than a general practitioner or other physician
to determine whether the patient should
receive the requested services. Furthermore,
the bill has provisions to ensure the review is
done in a timely fashion. In life-threatening
cases, the review will take place within three to
five days.

This bill provides a less costly and less time-consuming procedure for HMO grievance review.  The
independent reviews would be paid for by HMOs except for a $25 filing fee paid for by the consumer.

Home Health Care Aides --  House Bill 1673 allows the state department of health to include
home health aides who have successfully completed a competency program in the registry of nurse aides.



Please check the address label on this mailing for accuracy. If there are any errors or if you
are receiving duplicate mailings, please contact my office at 232-9647. Every effort will be made
to correct the mistake.

I appreciate your assistance in keeping the mailing list updated. This will ultimately result
in more efficient delivery and substantial savings to taxpayers across the state.

The following publications can be requested free of charge from my Statehouse office by
calling 232-9647:

Relax . . .  -- This informational booklet for senior citizens discusses a variety of issues, from
taxes to health problems to leisure activities.

Higher Education -- A 24-page publication for those interested in pursuing a higher educa-
tion degree, detailing many Indiana colleges and universities as well as occupational and vocational
schools.

Guide to State Agencies -- This booklet details various agencies within Indiana state
government, listing phone numbers, functions and general areas of responsibility for each of the
state agencies.

Hoosier Fun and Facts -- Designed for elementary school-aged children, this information
and activity book teaches students about their state through a combination of text, puzzles and
other educational activities.
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Protecting families and children
Domestic violence -- I authored House Enrolled Act 1747, which

creates the offense of domestic battery. The act also allows that if a non-
custodial parent has been convicted of a domestic battery that was wit-
nessed or heard by the noncustodial parent�s child, the court shall limit
visitation with the child.

As well, the legislation prevents a person against whom a protective
order has been issued from possessing a firearm until the order has been
lifted.

School Volunteers -- I authored legislation which allows school
corporations to request a limited criminal history for school volunteers
who would have contact with students.

Child Custody -- Courts may now give equal consideration to
long-term guardians such as grandparents or relatives other than parents
when awarding custody of a child if it is in the best interest of the child.
Currently, courts must place priority on placing a child with his or her
parents.

Office of Women�s Health -- The Office of Women�s Health
will be established within the Indiana Department of Health. The office
will be responsible for educating Indiana women about a variety of health

issues, with particular emphasis on health issues concerning menopausal
and post-menopausal women.

Stopping �slamming� & �cramming� -- House Enrolled
Act 1628 gives the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission (IURC) au-
thority to impose a civil penalty on a telecommunications provider if the
provider has violated the law or rules prohibiting the unauthorized switch-
ing of telecommunications providers or the billing of unauthorized ser-
vices -- known as "slamming" and "cramming."

"Slamming" is the term used to describe the telecommunications
practice of changing a person's phone service provider without the
customer's permission. "Cramming," on the other hand, refers to billing
for services not authorized by the customer.

Child Neglect -- Penalties for child neglect have been increased.
The penalty for a person found guilty of neglect that results in bodily
injury, or involves cruel or unusual confinement or abandonment of a
child will be increased from a Class D to Class C felony. In addition,
when a person is found guilty of extreme neglect (a Class B felony),
courts will not have to follow guidelines to make a reasonable effort to
unite the child with his or her family.


